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Economic Analysis of Law of Sexual Assault Crime Prevention
Examined With the Romeo and Juliet Laws Cases.

Jing-Jang Hsu?, Jing-Ping Chen®, Shu-Fen Wang?®

Adolescent sexual behavior is a common sexual assault crime in Taiwan.,
‘Romeo and Juliet Laws’ is about adolescents who infringed the Article 227 of
the Criminal Code. On the one hand, Romeo and Juliet Laws cases are about
teenagers’ sexual behavior, but on the other hand there are several situations which
usually happen in the social workers’” work experiences, for example, when clients
refuse to be helped. The sexual assault social workers then miss their working point.
In the sexual assault cases, the social workers should help their clients by guiding
them but they have to deal with the problem of parent-child
relationship and emotional problems. On the other hand, some parents get some
compensation or peacemaking payment by Romeo and Juliet Laws and their
children feel hurt by that. After some intensive study, it seems that adolescent sexual
behavior embodies several issues, including emotional education for
teenagers, guidance, parenthood, social policy, sexual assault treatment, police policy,
and administration of justice, so this issue is worthwhile to be more studied.

This study tries to connect laws, economic and social welfare with Romeo and
Juliet Laws cases. First of all, by using game theory to analyse litigation strategy and
teachers’” decision, it appeared that: (1) To not sue each other is the best result.
However, some parents consider lawsuit to be a benefit, so the lawsuit cannot be
avoided and the legislation’s original intention for child and youth protection is
misinterpreted. (2) High school teachers are afraid of the Article 8 of the Sexual
Assault Crime Prevention Act and since they don’t want to destroy the relationship
they have with their students, they face teenagers’ love negatively. This situation
causes the teenagers to be unaware of the correct attitude to behave about sex and
emotional problems.

After that, this study refers to the costs of sexual violence in lowa and counting
the costs of sexual violence in Taiwan. It's been found that the costs of Romeo and

Juliet Laws cases accounts for 11 percent of the budget of the sexual violence cases.

But it doesn’t decrease the adolescent behavior rate and it’s not effective regarding

4 Researcher, Research & Development Department, The Garden of Hope Foundation. (GOH)
5> Research Specialist, Research & Development Department The Garden of Hope Foundation. (GOH)
& Director, Research & Development Department, The Garden of Hope Foundation. (GOH)
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the costs. If the budget and cost can be redistribute and the cost of imprisoning and
judicature can be transferred to the sexual assault prevention education, the

legislation will be more efficient and protect the minors more effectively.

Keyword: Romeo and Juliet Laws, Sexual Assault, Economic analysis of Law
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